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Water
limit
slated

State to check
perchlorate
By Elise Kleeman
Staff Writer
PASADENA — This month, for

the first time, the state will begin
the amount of the toxin

] S
nmnuntsatbythenew\limmssun
too high.

Perchlorate has been shown to
bhckthemo[ﬂlymidglmd
hormones ical for normal

ousmpmgnantwamenmﬂyoung
‘children.
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Perchlnrate levels
to be monitored
: Continued from page 1

contamination exists in at least 25
m

Mrdmstn Cn]:FomlaDeparl,-
ment of Public Health, 67 water
sources have exceeded six parts
per billion of perchlorate at some
point during the past five years.
Several of those

wust.epitsuneda.t.‘ll‘Ldunngﬂte
19405 and 1950s.

Ata treatment plant on the labo-
ratory grounds, water drawn from
beneath the surface has perchlor-
mlevelsofaboutmmmr
billion, said Steve Slaten, the plant
Dro.lmt'smnagerfur the National
g-:rnnumm Space Administra-

After treatment, he said, the
water is returned to the ground
with a concentration of less than
two parts per billion.

_ Drinking water from wells in
Altadena tainted by the plume of
JPL toxins is cleaned until it has
less than six parts per billion of

perchlorate.

Although some of Pasadena's
‘Water sources do contain perchlor-
ate, the new regulations will ha:\re
little impact on Pasadena Water
and Power, said Shan Kwan, the
agency’s director of water.

Six parts per billion “is what we
originally thought that the maxi-
mum contaminant level would be,
sowewmalmndykeepins that in
mind,” he said. “When we blend
(wal.er sources), we always put a
big safety factor in there.”

been “pretty careful,” said Tim
Brick, chairman of the Metropoli-
tan Water District, “I, frankly,
believe that there are some agen-
cies that are blending water for
whom this will be a prcb]em
Still, he said, ‘persuna]]y, I have
ﬁuncems that six parts might not
be fully protective for the health of
pregnant women and children.”
Despite a historical reluctance
to advocate for more msuhtury
standards, he said, MWD is sup-
porlingleglslat[m by Sen. Barbara
, D-Calif, and Rep. Hilda
Sul}s. D-El Monte, that would
press the federal government to
ﬁwhljsh its own perchlorate stan-

Ca]ifomia’smmgulatlmm
at least a start, Brick said.

"Ithlnkil‘spmgmssthata]ml
has been set because it gives a
standard that we can really work
with, and now I think a lot of clean
up programs that have really
lagged can get going" he said.
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