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Source of pollutants debated

NASA, city spar over findings in study of JPL

By ELISE KLEEMAN
StarF WRITER

PASADENA — A report
released Monday by the city
challenges a NASA study that
exonerates JPL of polluting five
Pasadena wells with perchlor-
ate.

The analysis, by consultant
Geoscience Support  Services,
claims the four techniques the
National Aeronautics and Space
Agency used to reach its conclu-
sion in January were flawed.

Though the report does not go
so far as to finger JPL as the
pollution’s source, said Shan
Kwan, Pasadena Water and
Power’s director of water, it
shows “they haven’t looked at
all sides of everything.”

At stake is millions of dollars
of federal funding the -city

would receive for the cleanup if
NASA were to blame. City offi~

cials estimate a treatment plant
would cost $2.2 million to con-
struct and $1.5 million annually
to operate.

Perchlorate, a component of
rocket fuel, can interfere with
thyroid function to cause
tumors and possibly harm devel-
oping fetuses.

NASA is currently funding
treatment of two Altadena wells
tainted by the toxin, which
leeched from waste pits used at
JPL in the 1940s and *50s. It is
also in the early stages of build-
ing a treatment plant for four
Pasadena wells.

The January study, however,
reported that the perchlorate
found in five other Pasadena
wells was a combination of natu-
ral sources and man-made per-
chlorate different than what was
used at JPL.

The conclusion was based on
a model of groundwater motion

and the chemistry of the water
and of the perchlorate.

The city's response states the
model was inaccurate, the data
incomplete and some conclu-
sions unsound.

“I'm confident that our report
is based on good data and good
information,” said NASA’s
Steve Slaten, remedial project
manager for the JPL cleanup. “1
believe that after we go back
and discuss all of these points,
that we have defined the travel
of the chemicals and that the
chemicals in the Sunset area are
not related to JPL.”

NASA plans to review the
study and meet with city offi-
cials later this summer, Slaten
said. If the federal agency and
the city cannot reach an agree-
ment, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will decide who is
responsible for the cleanup.

But the perchlorate continues
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NASA is funding the cleanup of four wells in Northwest Pasadena polluted
perchiorate from the JPL Superfund site. The cﬂy is still trying 1 to de:tp mine
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poliution is undnr dispute

to spread, prompting the city to
work on a treatment facility set
for completion in fall 2008.

Still, the city hopes to recover
the costs.

“We will go after the responsi-
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ble party — whoever that may
be — when we have a conclu-

- sive scientific study that tells u

what the source is,” Kwan sair
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