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Il HIHERIERII TALE

zspatas espinoza

“Unlike hiking and horseback riding, mountain bike riding is viewed by many as destructive to trails, The
riders are soen as tattooed and earringed slackers whu shied the ravuntuin paths, speed past hikers and
upset hoses."—Jennifer Burry, Pasadena Siar-News

FOR YEARS, CRITICS HAVE BEEN SAYING THAT
the sport will never grow until the waws skl wwining w the people. They compare the U.5, with
Europe, where Grundig World Cup events are regularly held in downtown packs. They say we should
de it that way heremsso Tiek decided tu uy. As part of the bargain struck with Volkswagen in ‘95, the
company made plans to hold two large-metro-area races, which would promote the sport of moun-
tain biking (aid, ob yeals, promote Trek and Volkswagen, 100), The first was held just owside of
Boston on private property. More than 1,000 riders turned out and evervthing came off finc. Then
the city of Pusadews uflered 10 host the second race. Here, things didn't go quite as smoothly,

The first battle was between Trek and the local trail-building group, the Mount Wilsen Bicycle
Assusistiuin (MWBA), The Trekkdes insisted on
having singletrack, but in the front range area
where the race wis 0 be held, there was none—
except for a two-mile stretch known as the E
Pricto Trall. Problem is, El Prieto is haliowed
ground for the locals, a pristine stretch of easily
accessible singletrack that is as scenic as the best
trails in Colorado. Despite immense pressure, the
MWBA stood firm: Thete would be no race there.
Lots of ugliness ensued between Trek and the
MWBA, which was unfortnate. As Trek's Mary
Monroe rightly pointed out, both sides are well-
intentioncd mountain bikers just trying to
promute the sport they love, It's a shame to imag-
e them as enemies.

At apress conference I sat with Trek pros Travis
Brown and Pete Webber as the controversy swirled around them, 1 told them not to take it person-
ally, and tried to explain whty the trail advocates were being so “difficult™ To me, it seemed 2 mater
of sweat cquity. With the thousands of hours it had invested on these wails ower the past decade, the
MWBA was a concerned guardian—and unwilling to hand over its investment to the highest bidder.
And while its members are intevested in promoting mountain biking, running a race through a
sensitive area was not their idea of how to do it.

THEN THINGS REALLY SBT WEIRD, Local landowners took notice, and before Jong, in the grand tradition
of US. public life, a race proponcnt had received s death threat. A petition signed by 300 people oppos-
ing the race was presented to the city council. Impressive, Unt! you realize that the signatures were in
apposition to 3 Valkswagen car race being held in the mountains. The spokesman for the anti-race
coalition said that it was just a typo, “One hell of 2 typo!” a Jocal couneilman replied. In their baste to
organize opposition, these people forgot to igure out just exactly what it was they were opposing.
Then came the Native Americans. A coalition of jocal Indian proups headed by the Shoshone-
Gabrielino Nation and the $pirit of the Sage Council began protesting the race, just days before it was
set to take place. [ never thought I'd be defending the actions of a multinational corporation against
the interests of 3 small group of indigenous Americans, but } have no choice. The coalition said one
piece of the racecourse was home to ancient burial sites. Holding the race on this “sacred land” was
an act of “Cultural gerocide of indigenous people” read one of their fiyers. What they didn't mention
is that this sacred land was nothing more than an abandoned grave) pit that sat at the base of Jet

12

|

Propulsion Laboratiry. Over the years practi
.. aally every inch of the place had been bull-
dozed, excavated and defiled with JEL
contaminants. This land wus so sacred it was
on the governments lit of EPA Superfund
dleanup sites, due t al] the pools of bright
green voze that dot the landscape, A bike race
was the best thing that could happen to this
neglected and abused jot—finally, at least
someone would be using it for recreation.
One MWRBA sympathizer wondered aloud
why, if the Indians cared so much for the site,
they had never come out and worked on the
trails before. The answer seemed pretty simple.
You don't get on the evening news by building
water bars. Pickets make it every time, though.
So that'’s what the marvelousy costumed
Indians did when the race day finally camne,
Later in the day, course marshals found
roofing nails scattered on the fire-road
descent. What better way to make a point than
to cause injury to an unsuspecting bike racer?

STILL, HUNDRERS GF PEOPLE
showed up 10 race, spectate
and have a great time. (Steering
dlear of El Prieto but using
disputed Indian land.) There
was 2 kids’ race. The two
Volkswagen Jettas awarded as
grand prizes went, funnily
enough, to pros who race for
competing ¢ar companies.
There was even talk of another
event being held next year, But
maybe most important. there
were |essons learned, Examples
from some of the key pleyers

MARY MOMROE (TREK:: “Our purpose in
having these races is ultimately to grow the
sport, By bringing 2 spectator-friendly sport to
a mzjor metropolitan area and giving first-
timers a chance to participate, we a1l stand to
benefit. ] think it's 2 part of human nature (o
be adverse to change and that's what this race
represented. The first person on the block to
change always gets the most criticism, but I
belicve in what we're doing and I'l] take that
criticism. What happened in Pasadena is just
another example of the power thal a voeal
minorty can have. We had IMRA officials
there and they thought everything we did was
cnvironmenally responsible.”

WARTIN GOMEY (MWBA/TREK MIDBLEMAN): “The
promoter called in August and asked if the
Continued an paga 124
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Pasadena Mountain Bike Club would help sup-
port theaes. We had always wanted to sponsor
a race and 1 figured it would be 2 good idea if
someonc like the PMBC stayed involved
instead of giving it all over to the prorooker,
who was from Boston, Thee was dufluitely
miote polidcs involved than I signed up for. 1
think having 1 roce that's chuse W wwis b good
idza, but it was 2 big risk. The question we kept
asltiny was what price are we willing w pay for
# race if it sets back relations with other wer
groups. | don't think the pranoter grasped
how strongly we fell apout that. A lot of the

provlem carmy o Qe Jandowners, but I dor'
think thev were as steamned sbout the race as
they weie e lack Of respect, which the agy
council had hisiorically shown them.”

ALAK ARMSTROME (MWBA!: “Olvioudy (he
main problem was the time constraint. The
race was originally planned ta be held in
Griffith Park, but when thar 1dea blew up, they
came 10 Pasadena with an even tighter time
scheduic, The next big probiem was that the
race promater wouldn't Listen ta our coneerns
and kept tryng to go over our heads. They were
desperale for a race covesy, but werer’t willing
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to Jower their sights. Apparent:y ESPN had irs
own demands, which the promoter was also
trying to cater te. The Bl Prieto trail is ote of
our best-kept seercts, Its one of the few back-
country trails thats found in the front range
and 10 wsc It a5 a racecourse was 2 terrible idea.
My biggest concern was apening ofd wounds
with people whose trust we'd fought long and
hard to gain. We've been here for 10 vears and
we know what the local comcerns are. We've
always identified mountsin bikes as a means of
transportation for families to ger back into the
woods and ¢njoy the oidoors. s e that the
mountin bikers outnumber the hikers and
equestrians, but that's all the muore reason 1o be
sensitive to their concerns. | remember when
we were the minorin andt needed help vears
ago and a few of the equestrians camne 10 olr
aid. In the future 1 think Trek, or anvone else,
showld start out by Lalking to the locals 10 ger
the real public opinion before they deal with
the politicians, who are owt of wouch or morr
concerned with their own vested nterests, Its
also iryporiant 1o make sure there are enenak
benefirs 1 g around beanse inavitably every-
one will ass, ‘What's in it for me?'’ The banom
linc is thar the good peapls from both groups
nced 1 work topether”

TV BLUMERTHA. (EXECHTIVE MAECTOL. IMBA):
“This was an inferesting ever, It was strange w
drive up and xee 7Oeyearold ladies with eign:
protesting the race. | thowght, 'Good God. what
has mountain hiking come 10! The one thing
that could"ve been done differentiy in Fasadens
was if the promoter had done a betier fob
describing 1o the Jocals sxactiv what v wa-
dedng Theme was a poten: rumor mill that was
feeding or itself, which caused a lot of
nnseded tension. T'm etill o bi: confused
about the MWBAS postion. They are unlike
any of our otacr affilisw clubs: They dom’
charge dues, they don't want any roney and
they don't need amy publicity. | scc it par-
tially their way, but not wtafly, 1 think their
animosity towards Treke was misplaced. Mai v
Monroc is on the TMBA board and | know
her heart i in the right place Tt was alsc
sirange to hear mounwin bikers complair
about the race  some of them sewnded it
the hikers we had to fight against vears a
who didn't faver any change af thy G ail-use
dvsamic. It probably didn’t belp that for 2
first time, neighborhood gveal, there wee
full-page acs in Rolling Stonc and an ESPN
helicopter circling ovesheail [ur three howa.
This race exposed 2 lot of issues about how
o rcsponsﬂa\y grow the spu (g
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