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pr_ion Laboratory.Over+beyan'spr_i_

rallyevery inch of the phce had beenbul]-

[IRItmERIEItllTRLEeontandnants.Thishad wasso sacredit was
on the government'slist of EPASuperfi.L_

deanup sites,due m all the poolsof bright

bY z_pata esp]noza gremoozethat dot thehadscape,Ab;karace
was the bestthing that todd Mppen 1oth/_
neglectedand abusediot--fiaally, at least

"Unlikehikingandhorn.baderiding,moo,rainbikeridingi,+viewedbyninnygsdestructiveto_il:, "The _omeonewouldbe usingit forrecreation.
ri&_ _resccn_ tat_d _d earri,ged_lackerswho_l,ed_hemountainpart2s,spe,eclpaSthikersand OneMWI3Asympathizerwonderedaloud
up.setlaor_,"..--.lenniferBurry,Pasadena$_-News why_if thehadiamcaredsomuchforthe site,

the),had nevercomeout andworkedon the

FOR YEARS, CRITICS HAVE BEEN SAYII_G THAT trailsbdore,Theanswerseemedprettysimple.
the sport willnevergrowua_ti}d_,;ta_ :fl_L cumh_g tO thepeople.Theycomparethe U.,5.w_ Youdon'tgeton theeveningnewsbybuilding
Europe,whereGrundgWorldCupcvmtsarereguladyhddmdowntow_lxtrks,Thex_ywcshodd waterbars.Picketsmakeit everytlme, thougk
dojtthatwa_here--s_Tr¢kd_d_dtuuV..A-sP_rt_ffth_bargainsm_kwithV&k._gmm_5_me So that's what the marvdou_y costumed
companymadeplanstohold twolarge.metro-areamce_,whichwouldpromotethesportof moon- h_diansdidwhentheracedayfinally¢am_.
tdrt biking(a+rd,oh y"cd_,promote"n'ekandVolkswagen,too),Thefirst_astaelctlustott_sideof Laterin theday,_oarsemarshalsfound

Bostonon privateproperty.Morethan 1200ridersturnedout a_d .eve_g cameofffine,Then roofing nails scattered on the fire-road ._:,-..
thecJryofPa_deamofferedIohostfilesecondrace.Hemthingsdidn'tgoqmteassmoothly, descent._at betterwayto makeapointt_an

Thefast battlewasbetweenTrekandthe localtrail-buildinggroup,theMountWilsonBicycle to causeinjuryto an unsuspectingbikeracer?
t_nv¢.iatlu+_(MW'_A),The Triflr.kleSInsistedort

havingsir_gl¢tra-,:k,but hi the frontrangearea STILL,Illll_U#ell$OFPEOPLe
¢,'here_h¢racewasmbe held,therewas ,_or_e.-- showed up lo race, spectate
exceptfor a two-milestretchkno_:asthe E/ andhaveagrcattime+(Steering
Pricto Trail. Problemis, E1Prieto is hatlowe,'_ dear of E1Prieto but u_ing
groundfor the locals,a pristinestretchof easily, dispur._iIndian land.) There
accessJble_ln_letmckthat is as g"e_icas ',.hebe_t was a kids' race. The two
trailsin Colorado.DespiteimmenselZessure,the Volk_'agenlettasawardedas
MWBAstoodfirm:Therewouldbeno racethere, grand prize_ v:ent, funnily
Lot_of uglinessensuedbetweenTrekand the enough,to pros who race for

MWBA,whichwasunfortunate,As Trek'sMary competing car companies.
Morn-betightlypointedout, bothsid_ arewell. Therewaseventalkof anot_hcr
intent_oncd mountain bJ_:e_ just trying to eventbeingheldnexty_.ar,But
promotethesport theylove,It_ashameto imag- maTbemost _portant, there
methemasenemiea, werelessonslearned,Examples

Atapressconferenc.cIsatwith2i-ekprosTravh f_omwine ofthekeypla_erz
Brownand PeteWebberasthecontroversy,swirledaroundthem I told themnot to takeitpersof
ally,andtriedtoexplainwlgtthe trailadvocates_ere beingso_di_cult."Tome,it sw.med.__mtter MARTIIOMR0_('I'HEKI:"Our purpose in
ot.qweatequiq,;Withthethousandsofhoursith_dinvestedon thesetral]soverthepastdecade,the havingtheseracesis dtimatdy to grow the
/ffWBAwasa concernedguardhn--and unw;,]lingtohandoveriL_inv_mmt to thehigh_ bidder, sporLByhrin_ag _tspectator-ffiendly._n_tto
And wkUeit_membersareinterestedio promotingmountainbiking,rua_g a racethrougha a major metropolitanareaand givingfast-
sensitiveareawasnot thetrideaof howto doit, timersaetl¢nceto part;eipate,v_ all standto

ba_efit,l _ it'sa partof human natureIo
TH_NTIIIN_I1_ _IIT!!|11111,_ _adowner_tooknotice,andbeforelong,in thegrandtradition be adverseto change,andthar'_whatt.b.lsrace
ofU,S,publiclffe,araceproponenthadrecdvedadea_ threat.Apetitionfignedby300peopleop_s- represented.Thefirstpersonon theblockto
ingtheracewaspresentedto thedty council,hnpressivc,Undlyourealizethatthemgnatureswerein cha_gcalwaysgets_c most crlrhqma,but I
oppositionto aVdkswagencarracebeinghdd in the moantains.The spokesnm_for theanfi,ra_ believein whatwe'redoingand I'll takethat .....
coa/itionsaidthatit wasjust a rypo,_Onebellofa typo}"a}oca]councl]m'anr_piie£hatheirhasteto criticism,Whathappenedin Paxad_,nai_just
organizeopposition,thc-qepeopleforgotto figureout)ustexactlywhatitw_stheywereopposing, anotherexampleof the powerthat a vocal

Then camethe NativeAmcricam,Acoalitionof localIadim_,groupsheadedbytheShoshone- _rdnodtycan have,Wehad I,_+_ o_eials
GabridinoNationandIheSpiritofthe.'hgeCouncilbeganprotestingtherag, justdaxsbeforeitwas thereandtheythoughteverythingwedid wa_
setto takeplace.I neverthoughtI'd be defendingtheacfiomofa multinationalcorporationagainst environm_tal]yr_poaslbl¢,"
the inte_est._ofa smallgroupof indigenous2anericm_s,but ]havenochoice.ThecoaLitionsaidone
pieceof theracecotur_washomemancientburialsites.Holdingthe .,aceon this"sacredland"wa_ MAIITI#_l_ll_Z(MWSMI'I_I_MIBnL_,J_I."The
araa_t_f"Cu1tura1?_err_ide_fiMi_en_uspeoP_e_r_ad_fthe-ir_yer._Whatthe`vdidn`tmentlon promotercaUedin ._gust and a._kedif the ._
is that this_cred landw_snothingmore than aa abandonedgrave]p/t thatsatat theb_e of_et C0ntlnuerlon_ago 1.o4 _ _
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