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NASA Funds Groundwater Treatment

Sipping from a clear cup containing on-site treated tap
water, NASA Deputy Adminiscrator Fred Gregory voiced his
approval: “Ah, that's good!” The water was from a treatment
system paid for by NASA at Lincoln Avenue Water Company
(LAWC) in Altadena, Calif. To mark the scarc of the firsc
local treatment plant to remove the rocker fuel ingredienc
perchlorate from groundwater, LAWC held an Open House
on July 29, 2004.

The treacment system is pare of NASA's commitment to

clean up chemicals in the groundwater beneath and near

lon Exchange System to remove perchlorate from groundwoler.

NASA's Jer Propulsion Laboratory (JPL). These chemicals were
disposed of when the U.S. Army used the facility to conduce
rocket research in the 1940s and 1950s. NASA manages the
groundwarer cleanup project at JPL in accordance with the
federal Comprehensive Environmental Response and
Compensation Liabilicy Ace (CERCLA).

The treatment plant will crear 2,000 gallons per minute to
reduce perchlorate to non-detectable levels and meer the stare's
public health goal.

NASA's Deputy Administrator Fred Gregory (left) and Lincoln Avenve Water Companys [LAWC) General Manager Bob Haoyword (right), recently lounched LAWC's

At the Open House, Mr. Gregory joined communicy
leaders, water company officials and regulatory agencies in
recognizing the landmark nature of the event.

“In January, I came here to pledge to your customers that
in the spirit of good neighborliness, NASA will continue to
take action on this water cleanup project. I am here to make
good on our promise,” he said.

The system is being turned on in time to meet the
increased summer demand and accelerate the groundwater
cleanup. While recognizing the efforts of the state and federal

regulators, the manufacturers of the treatment plant and
LAWC, NASA's remedial project manager Steve Slaten
observed, "It reminds me that in partnership with our
neighbors, we can get a lor done.”
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